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The Effect of Students’ Music Motivation and

Subject Interest on Music Class Engagement: Focusing on
the Moderating Effect of Perceived Instructor Autonomy Support
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Abstract  This study analyzed the factors influencing middle school students' participation in music classes to
explore effective strategies for music education. To this end, learner-centered factors, such as music learning
motivation and subject interest, and an instructional environmental factor, perceived instructor autonomy support,
were selected to systematically examine the relationships among these variables. A survey was conducted with 237
first-year middle school students in Gyeonggi Province, utilizing scales measuring music learning motivation, subject
interest, perceived instructor autonomy support, and music class participation. The analysis revealed the following
results. First, higher levels of music learning motivation and subject interest significantly increased participation
in music classes. Second, perceived instructor autonomy support not only significantly enhanced music class
participation but also moderated the relationships between music learning motivation, subject interest, and class
participation. These findings suggest that fostering students’ motivation and interest, along with creating an
environment where instructors support autonomy, can effectively enhance participation in music classes. This study
provides new insights into the importance of learner-centered learning environments and the instructor's role in music
education, contributing to practical educational approaches for strengthening learner participation.
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<Table 2> Descriptive statistics and correlation of variables

Variables Motivation Interest Autonomy Participation
Motivation 1
Interest 847 1
Autonomy 66 67 1
Participation 68 75 65 1
M 3.00 2.93 3.11 2.71
SD 0.69 0.69 0.66 0.66
Skewness 0.15 0.11 0.10 0.30
Kurtosis -1.17 -0.91 -0.60 -0.64
*x% p<.001
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<Table 3> Descriptive statistics and correlation of variables

model variables B SE B t P F(p) R’
(Constant) 2.71 .03 .
1 Motivation 016 | .08 17 2.12° s | 58
(<.001)
Interest 0.59 .08 .61 7.86 .000
(Constant) 271 .03
5 Motivation 0.08 07 09 111 267 | 12039™ .
Interest 0.50 08 52 | 6567 | 000 | (<001)
Autonomy 0.25 06 25 | 4337 | 000
(Constant) 2.67 .03
Motivation 0.08 07 08 1.05 296
3-1 Interest 050 | .08 51 659 .000 Zzzél) 62
Autonomy 0.25 .06 25 | 436 .000
Motivationxautonomy | 0.13 .06 .09 218 .030
(Constant) 2.68 .03
Motivation 0.08 07 09 111 268 02.00™
32 Interest 0.49 08 51 6.48:: .000 (<:001) 62
Autonomy 0.25 .06 25 4.45 .000
Interestxautonomy 0.11 .05 .09 2.20° .029

% p<.05, #*% p<.00]
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