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Abstract  The purpose of this study explores the current status and perceptions of practicum programs among
140 prospective secondary music teachers in South Korea who completed their practicum in 2023. The findings
reveal the need for improvements in orientation programs conducted at practicum schools and in guidance on "school
responsibilities and teacher roles" provided by supervising teachers. A four-week practicum period was considered
ideal by most participants. Increased observation of music classes was linked to higher satisfaction, while the
frequency of teaching demonstrations had no significant impact. The results also indicate the need for improvements
in practicum duration and the availability of facilities at practicum schools. Additionally, practicum experiences
influenced participants’perceptions of ideal practicum environments, content, and the importance of effective guidance.
These findings highlight the importance of revising practicum programs to address these issues. Further in-depth
research is recommended to explore practicum duration, observation, teaching demonstrations, and factors influencing
prospective teachers’perceptions before and after the practicum.
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<Table 1> General background of student teachers

Type Item Number of Responses %
Enrolled School College of Education 78 55.7
Graduate School of Education 62 443

20-25 years 80 572

Age 26-30 years 51 36.4

31 years and above 9 6.4

Gender Male 24 17.1
Femae 116 829

Vocal Music 17 12.1

Composition 6 43

Keyboard Instruments 68 48.6

Specialization String Instruments 30 214
Wind Instruments 14 10.0

Korean Traditional Music 2 1.4

Others(Musicology) 3 2.2

Total 140 100




Q] @](Kang, Shin
o], Aml(Lee & e,

0|

(2024. 11)

5

7 Hp3H 4

S

- X[
of

20F
=

0

& Seol, 2022), 7+

232
2000), =]

34

Jog 14

Xe]
¢}

=
s

13

0%

A

Items
13
17

Number of

o] w4

By

3

S39) Zagol

(o]
go0=

&

f8

oy

o)

Item

[¢]

3 = ‘WSS AT H

9 Q14]0]

Total

ol of

=13
BH7H

]

ps

A&
Z

O

- Perception of Areas for Improvement in the Practicum Process

- Status and Perception of the Practicum School Environment
- Perception of the Effectiveness of the Practicum Process

- Status and Perception of Practicum Guidance

- Status of Orientation at Practicum Schools
- Status of Practicum Assessment

- Status of Practicum Content

- Enrolled School

General Information of |- Age
- Specialization

- Gender
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<Table 2> Detailed areas and items
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<Table 4> Content of orientation at practicum schools

Type N %

Dress Code and Guidelines for Student Teachers 67 223
Introduction to Practicum Evaluation Criteria 46 153
Daily Schedule and Timetable of Practicum 72 24.0
Introduction to Assigned Class 41 13.7
Information on Practicum Journals 38 12.7
Introduction to the School’s Internal Structure 36 12.0
Others 0 0.0

Total 300 100
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<Table 5> The actual number of student teachers assigned per supervising teacher and perception of this
practice

. . Practicum Environment
Type Ideal Practicum Environment Experienced by the Respondent
(Number of Practicum Students)
n % n %
1 person 84 59.3 54 38.6
2 persons 36 25.7 49 35.0
3 persons 4 2.9 12 8.6
4 persons 2 1.4 6 43
5 persons 2 1.4 4 29
6 persons or more 3 2.1 2 1.4
N/A 10 7.1 13 9.3
Total 140 100 140 100

<Table 6> The actual duration of the practicum and perception of this duration

. . Practicum Environment
Type Ideal Practicum Environment Experienced by the Respondent

n % n %

less than 4 weeks 3 2.1 6 43
4 weeks 108 711 127 90.7

5 weeks 6 43 0 0.0

6 weeks 6 43 1 0.7
more than 6 weeks 13 9.3 1 0.7
N/A 4 29 5 3.6

Total 140 100 140 100
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<Table 7> Availability of training on teacher duties or school tasks

Type n %

Training Provided on Teacher Duties or School Tasks 127 90.7
No Training Provided on Teacher Duties or School Tasks 13 93
Total 140 100
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<Table 8> Content of training on school or teacher responsibilities

Type n %
Classroom Management and Teaching Responsibilities of Homeroom Teachers 104 274
Student Life Guidance-related Duties 92 243
Career Counseling-related Duties 58 153
School Overview and Administrative Duties 76 20.1
Training on the Mission of the Teaching Profession 49 12.9
Others 0 0
Total 379 100
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<Table 9> Number of music classes observed by current teachers or peer student teachers

Type n %

1 to 5 times 57 40.7

6 to 10 times 46 329
11 to 15 times 27 193
16 times or more 8 5.7
Others 2 1.4
Total 140 100

<Table 10> Number of music class demonstrations, including research lessons

Type n %

1 to 3 times 29 20.7
4 to 6 times 51 36.4
7 to 9 times 31 22.1
10 to 12 times 10 7.2
13 times or more 16 11.4
Others 3 22
Total 140 100
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<Table 11> Necessity of practicum guidance and its implementation status (N=140)

Need for Practicum Guidance | Experience of Practicum Guidance

Type Necessary Not Necessary Experienced | Not Experienced
n % n % n % n %
Guidance on Lesson Plans 139 99.3 1 0.7 133 95.0 7 5.0

Guidance on Music Class
Demonstrations, Including 137 97.9 3 2.1 132 94.3 8 5.7
Research Lessons

Guidance on Student
Management, Including 126 90.0 14 10.0 112 80.0 28 20.0
Counseling and Life Guidance
Guidance on Classroom
Management and Homeroom | 129 92.1 11 7.9 119 85.0 21 15.0
Teacher Duties

Conferences with

.. 121 86.4 19 13.6 107 76.4 33 23.6
Supervising Teachers
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<Table 12> The assessment method that had the greatest impact on pre-service secondary music teachers

First Choice Second Choice
Type
n % n %
Evaluation of Music Class Demonstrations, 0 536 30 214

Including Research Lessons, by Current Teachers

Evaluation of Music Lesson Plans by Current Teachers 25 17.9 70 50.0




<Table 12> Continued

First Choice Second Choice
Type
n % n Y%
Evaluation ?f Cla§3r00m Management and 1 79 18 12.9
Task Handling Skills by Current Teachers
Evaluation of Work Attitude by Current Teachers 10 5.0 7 5.0
Others 0 0.0 0 0.0
N/A 15 10.7 15 10.7
Total 140 100 140 100
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<Table 13> Practicum environment in need of improvement
Type n %
Practicum Duration 61 299
Total Number of Music Education Practicum Students 35 17.2
Number of Music Education Practicum Students Assigned per Supervising Teacher| 36 17.6
Equipment and Facilities at Practicum Schools 40 19.6
Number of Supervising Teachers Assigned per Practicum Student 22 10.8
Others 10 49
Total 204 100.0
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<Table 14> Practicum and supervising teacher guidance content in need of improvement

Type n Y%

Practicum Orientation 22 10.7

Content of Training on School or Teacher Duties 56 273

Observation of Music Classes by Current Teachers or Peer Teachers 18 8.8
Number of Research Lessons or Class Demonstrations by Practicum Students 39 19.0
Content of Guidance by Supervising Teachers 25 122

Format of Practicum Journals 37 18.0

Others 8 3.9
Total 205 100.0
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<Table 15> Assessment of practicum effectiveness for future secondary music educators

Type M SD

Improvement in Understanding of Students 444 .62

Improvement in Understanding of the Teaching Profession 4.41 .68
Assistance in Lesson Planning and Implementation 4.46 .62
Assistance in Classroom Management 4.19 .76

Help in Identifying Strengths and Weaknesses as a Prospective Teacher 4.43 .63
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<Table 16> Perceived changes in secondary music teachers before and after practicum

Type n Y%

Before the Interested in the Teaching Profession 122 87.1
Practicum Not Interested in the Teaching Profession 18 12.9
After the Positive Perception of a Career in Teaching 126 90.0
Practicum Negative Perception of a Career in Teaching 14 10.0
Total 140 100

Respondents Interested in Teaching Profession Pre-Practicum

with Positive Perception Post-Practicum 109 8.3
Respondents Interested in Teaching Profession Pre-Practicum 3 107
with Negative Perception Post-Practicum
Respondents Not Interested in Teaching Profession Pre-Practicum 17 944
with Positive Perception Post-Practicum
Respondents Not Interested in Teaching Profession Pre-Practicum 1 56

with Negative Perception Post-Practicum
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