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A Proposal for Strengthening Music Education in Grades 1-2 of Elementary School:

Focusing on the Improvement of the Current Integrated Curriculum Textbooks
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Abstract  This study aims to propose directions for improving the textbook to strengthen music education in
the 2022 revised elementary integrated curriculum, ‘Pleasant life’. To achieve this, the study analyzes the current
music education content in the ‘Pleasant life’ textbook and examines its connection with the music textbook for
third and fourth graders. The findings indicate that music concept learning in ‘Pleasant life’ is not systematically
structured, and the lack of fundamental music element instruction results in a disconnect in music learning at the
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third and fourth-grade levels. Additionally, music activities are predominantly focused on singing, with an emphasis
on play-based activities rather than structured music concept learning, making it difficult for students to engage
in deeper learning. Therefore, this study suggests improvements such as incorporating fundamental music concept
learning, diversifying music activities, and enhancing the notation system and textbook structure to strengthen
continuity with the third and fourth-grade curriculum. The results of this study can serve as a foundational resource
for future revisions of the ‘Pleasant life’ textbook and the development of a new music education curriculum.

Key words: music education, integrated curriculum, Pleasant life, curriculum development, textbook improvement
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<Table 1> Textbook linkage types/levels and examples of linkage by level

Linkage type/ level Content Activity

- The content element is presented |- The activity remains at the same level
repeatedly at the same musical level. | as the previous grade.
% Example: Note duration — Note | 3¢ Example: Clapping a four-beat pattern
duration — Clapping a four-beat pattern

Repetition

- The activity expands with different media
- The content element expands, but| or tools, but the musical level remains
Expansion | the musical level remains the same. | unchanged.

Linked . . . .
ke % Example: C major — G major | % Example: Clapping basic beats —
Playing basic beats on a small drum
- The content element remains the .. .
. . | - The activity remains the same or expands
same or expands while the musical . . .
. . while the musical level increases.
Deepening level increases. % Example: Singine a sone — Singin
% Example: Major scale — Minor |~ pe: .g € ¢ . gine
with expressive ornamentation
scale
. - The activity level is 1 than in th
- The content element is presented at ree ichlVIt}; dzve 15 fower than i the
. . viou .
Regression | a lower level than the previous grade. 'p & s
. % Example: Identifying ab form —
% Example: aba form — ab form ..
Not Recognizing ab form
0
linked - A new content element is introduced. |~ A new activity that was not previously

introduced appears.
% Example: No prior music learning
activity — Introduction of music learning
activity

New % Example: No prior concept
introduction introduced — Introduction of a
musical element
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<Table 2> Music content in the 2022 revised ‘Pleasant life’ integrated curriculum and the 3rd-4th grade

music textbook

Music area in the Pleasant

Category M Rt ) Gridll o 3rd-4th grade music textbook
Beat Steady beat = Steady beat, /™ Basic beat
Meter - N 2/4, 3/4, 4/4
Jangdan ) /N Jajinmori jangdan, Semachi jangdan,

Danmori jangdan, Jajintaryeong jangdan

Strong and weak
meats in Jangdan

N Strong and weak beats in Jajinmori
jangdan

Note durations

N Note durations

Simple rhythmic patterns

Creating accompaniment

< Playing rhythm instruments

Jangdan patterns

N Playing Jajinmori jangdan on a sogo

Malbuchimsae

N Learning, singing expressively,
modifying

Basic High and low pitches N High and low pitches
music Stepwise and . . .
clements cpwise an - N Stepwise and leapwise motion

leapwise motion

Sigimsae(Ornamentation)

N Sigimsae(Ornamentation)

Harmonic texture

/N Harmonic texture, round singing,
ensemble

Call and response form

N Call and response form

ab form - N ab form
Dynamics - N Singing with expressive dynamics
Tempo - N Tempo

Hanbae i N Hanbae in Jajinmori, Jungjungmori,

and Semachi Jangdan

Vocal timbre, object
sounds, percussion timbre

N Vocal timbre, object sounds, percussion
timbre

Posture and playing techniques

N Proper singing posture, proper playing
posture and techniques

Various types of music

Children's songs, folk
songs, traditional children's
songs, creative children's

songs, popular songs

—> Folk songs, traditional children's
songs, creative Korean children's
songs, children's songs, popular songs,
foreign folk songs

7 Pansori, Sanjo, classical music,
animation OST, opera, marches, etc.

Basic notation

N Basic notation

(€ Regression, N Introduction, = Repetition, > Expansion, 7 Deepening)
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<Table 3> Music activities in the 2022 revised ‘Pleasant life’

HpAH

music textbook

25(2025. 5)

integrated curriculum and the 3rd-4th grade

Activi Musi in the Pl t life
Domain ctivity us1c. area 1 e . casant e 3rd-4th grade music textbook
type integrated curriculum
= Singing songs
. = Listening and singing along
Singing | Sl.ngm.g songs .. -> Singing to the beat of a jangdan
- Listening and singing along . . .
7 Singing using different vocal techniques
—> Singing with expressive characteristics
= Clapping rhythms
- Clapping rhythms = Playing in an ensemble using various
Plavin - Playing in an ensemble using| objects
instru);neits various objects = Playing accompaniment while singing
- Playing accompaniment while | 72 Singing while playing an instrument
Performance singing A Performing with objects or instruments
that match the lyrics
= Walking while singing
. S = Dancing while listening to music
Movem’ent - Wall.qng V\Thlle. sm'gmg = ssing lyrics through body movements
expression |- Dancing while listening to music i . o
2 Performing body movements while singing
7 Dancing while singing
Using music
in play |- Playing while singing = Playing while singing
activities
= Listening to music
- Listening to music = Searching for and listening to music
L Listening |- Searching for and listening to | = Comparing and analyzing music
Listening . . o . .
to music music N Identifying different timbres
- Comparing and analyzing music | 77 Sharing thoughts and feelings about the
music
. . = Changi lyri
- Changing song lyrics angmg sons .yr1cs
. . = Composing music
- Composing music o .
. . . = Imitating or creating sounds
. Creating |- Imitating or creating sounds - .
Creation . . = Making instruments from everyday objects
music - Making instruments from

everyday objects
- Exploring and expressing sounds

= Exploring and expressing sounds
2 Creating and performing music that matches
a song

(€ Regression, N Introduction, = Repetition, = Expansion, 71 Deepening)
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<Table 4> Considerations for textbook content and activities

Category Details

Providing prior learning of basic concepts
Preventing excessive repetition in learning
Encouraging gradual development of music activities

Enhancing continuity
with 3rd-4th grade

Strengthening music

. - Teaching note duration, jangdan, and pitch
concept learning

- Singing various types of songs

- Enhancing instrumental performance activities
Diversifying - Expanding movement expression and music-based play

music activities - Deepening music appreciation activities

- Strengthening creative activities

- Increasing exposure to Korean traditional music
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<Table 5> Considerations for textbook structure

Category Details
- Maintaining consistency in notation
Improving notation - Enhancing notation for korean traditional music
presentation - Utilizing melodic contour notation
- Avoiding notation that includes only lyrics without musical elements
Providing diverse - Reducing excessive emphasis on singing activities
musical experiences - Avoiding the use of music solely as a tool for play activities

- Diversifying lyricists and composers
- Excluding songs already included in early childhood curricula and 3rd-4th
grade textbooks

Ensuring diversity in
musical pieces

Improving activity - Including concept-based activity instructions
instructions - Providing clear and specific activity guidelines

Ensuring completeness of |- Clearly presenting music-related content within the textbook
the textbook - Enhancing the quality and accuracy of visual materials
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<Table 6> Examples of Jangdan (Korean rhythmic pattern) application

Textbook title .. q .
e Theme Song Jangdan Key activity examples Notation | Linkage
School Arm in arm, | Arm in arm, | Jajinmori | - Singing joyfully with friends| Stick Introduction
1-1 my friend | my friend | jangdan |- Playing while singing notation
. . | - Singing in time with the jangdan . .
Peopl . o - . k
eopie Our family | Our siblings J?J ot} Clapping the basic beat of the Stlc. Repetltlo.n &
1-1 jangdan | . notation | expansion
jangdan
- Playing the basic beat of the
A day Come out, | Come out, |Jajinmori Ja}ng.dan OI? a sogo . Stick | Expansion
1-2 sun sun jangdan | Singing while playing the basic notation | & deepenin
Jang beat of Jajinmori jangdan on a pening
S0go.
Nature Playing with | Will the frog | Jajinmori | - Singing in time with the jangdan | Stick | Repetition &
2-1 clay house ripen? | jangdan |- Playing the jangdan on a sogo | notation | expansion
Tungs - Walking while listening to the Western
People Ganggangsul- | Jungganggan g]u?g song Expansion
22 lae pla sullae mort Singing in time with the staff & deepenin
pay & jangdan g‘ e .. W notation e
Jungjungmori jangdan
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Arm in arm, my friend!

Arm in arm

=

dong mudong mueo kkaecongmu eod

; HIST L S2

1. Let’s sing joyfully with our friends.

OISR

o g

aa52 Traditional children’s songs )

ol

7i;v_‘

dnj gt i ;am

=y

. Let's play while singing the song.

_mudong mu _eo

TS T

1EI‘E: ":"O‘Ii

s #ls =la g

&8

dong mu dong mueo kkaecongmu eonje deun j gat i nolgo

uz 69

[Figure 1] Examples of improvements in Jangdan-related music content
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<Table 7> Examples of timbre application

Textbook titl
¢ e-s(e)mestef' Theme Song Jangdan Key activity examples Notation Linkage
Exploration What Make - Li . .E © sounds Pictorial .
11 sounds can a sound - - Imitating ocean sounds notation Introduction
you hear? - Singing about ocean sounds
- Exploring different thythm
A day Rhythm of | Instrument Rhythm instrument  sounds Pictorial | Repetition &
1-2 the day play instruments | - Playing rthythm instruments|  notation expansion
while singing
- Exploring sounds from the
. Enjoyi Rhythm ding environment ..
Village n.Joymg Our . v surroyn n?nwronm Western staff | Repetition &
village . instruments, |- Playing environmental . .
2-1 neighborhood . . notation expansion
songs percussion | sounds using rhythm
instruments
- Creating instruments using
. I t t Everyd . .
Objects WAt T trument \fery o everyday materials Western staff | Expansion &
make an objects as . . . .
2-2 . song . - Performing with selfmade | notation deepening
instrument instruments | . S
instruments while singing
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What kinds of sounds can you hear?

o™ Le20t St

3. Shall we sing the sounds we hear from the sea?

Make the sound! | Lyics and music by Cha Seon-mi
of
‘ Ly = L i A I
;]

B
sollJ leul nae bwa | lechge

(Imitating the sounds from under the sea)
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