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A Structural Analysis of Music Education in Japanese Elementary Grades 1 and 2:
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Abstract  This study aims to analyze the first- and second-grade Japanese elementary school music textbooks
developed under the 2017 revised Japanese National Curriculum Guidelines, as well and classroom cases from a
Japanese school in Seoul, in order to explore structural characteristics of music education and to draw implications
for Korean education. The findings revealed that Japanese music education exhibits a systematic structure with
developmentally sequenced musical concepts and practice-based instruction that reflects local traditional culture. It
also emphasizes activity-centered teaching that integrates expression, appreciation, and composition, along with a
gradual approach to music notation instruction. In particular, Japanese school lessons in Seoul showed a class flow
based on play and physical activity that facilitated the natural internalization of musical concepts. Based on this
analysis, the study suggests the necessity of separating the music subject from Korea’s integrated curriculum the
early grades and recommends strengthening experiential pedagogy, expanding instrument- and tradition-based
instruction, and designing developmentally appropriate music learning strategies.
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<Table 1> Application of the national curriculum goals to the music subject goals for first and second
grades in elementary school

Curriculum guideline elements (2017) Grade 1-2 music goals

Understanding musical form and structure; developing
skills needed for expressive performance.

]

(1) Acquisition of knowledge and skills

(2) Development of thinking, judgment, and - Exploring musical expression and fostering the ability
expressive skills to appreciate and listen to music.

(3) Fostering motivation for learning and - Experiencing the joy of music to foster love for music,
humanity sensitivity, and emotional richness.
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<Table 2> Musical elements in the music curriculum guidelines

Musical elements

Timbre, rhythm, tempo, melody, dynamics, layering of sounds,

Elements that form music .
harmony, scale, tonality, meter, phrase

Repetition, variation, call and response,

Musical structure . . S .
vertical and horizontal relationships in music
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<Table 3> Musical elements in the first and second grade music textbooks by Kyoiku shuppan

Grade 1 Musical elements Grade 2
(intro) Play.ing with Meter Rhythm (intro) Playing with
music rhythm
h . . 1 . .
1. Making friends with Rhyt .m meter D}./na.lmlcs ten?[.)o 1. Getting along with
repetition + call and variation * repetition * .
rthythm . thythm & do-re-mi
response * tempo timbre - call and response
Meter * rhythm -
melody - scale -
2. Making friends with Melody - scale - phrase - overlap of |2. Getting along with
do-re-mi variation sounds * vertical and thythm & do-re-mi
horizontal relationships
in music
. Feeling the fl f . Di i iful
3. Feeling the flow o Melody * scale Scale - dynamics 3. Discovering beautifu
melody sounds
Ti + thythm -
4. Discovering beautiful mbre; rhythm . 4. Discovering beautiful
dynamics - call and Timbre * rhythm
sounds sounds
response

Rhythm -+ timbre

5. Festival music

5. The melody of songs

Melody - variation *
repetition * call and
response

Timbre * melody -
repetition * variation

6. Flow of a song

6. Imitating with singing

Call and response *
rthythm -« phrase - meter

Repetition * tempo *
overlap of sounds

7. Repetition and
ornamentation

7. Playing together in
harmony

Rhythm - meter -
melody - overlap of
sounds

Meter + melody *
timbre * overlap of
sounds

8. Playing together in
harmony

(outro) Music land

(outro) Music land
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1. Tambourine 2. Castanets 4. Melodion S. Triangle

L2274, ,‘}’” A

¥ The Japanese traditional drum taiko appears in the second grade music textbook.

[Figure 1] Instruments presented in the first grade music textbook by Kyoiku shuppan
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[Figure 2] Score types and notation used in first grade elementary school music textbooks
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<Table 4> Musical elements in the first and second grade music textbooks by Kyoiku geijutsusha

Grade 1

Musical elements

Grade 2

Melody * meter *

1. Sing, dance, get along thythm

Timbre * call and
response * meter *
rthythm - tonality

. Connect with

everyone through
music

Timbre - call and
response * meter *
rthythm - phrase

2. Feel the beat

Rhythm - meter -
melody

2.

Feel the flow of the
beat

Rhythm - meter -
3. Keep rhythm with the phrase * timbre *
beat repetition -

call and response

Timbre + melody -
phrase - vertical and
horizontal relationships in
music - overlap of sounds

3. Play with do-re-mi

Timbre - call and
response

4. Listen to sounds
around us

Timbre - tonality *
overlap of sounds *

repetition *+ melody

. Enjoy sounds in

everyday life
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<Table 4> Continued

Grade 1 Musical elements Grade 2

Timbre + melody -
tonality * call and
response

5. Make friends with
do-re-mi

Rhythm - overlap of |5. Layer rhythms and
sounds - meter have fun

Timbre * melody -

tonality * call and Melody - phrase * 6. Find the repeated

6. Talk to each other

through melod repetition *+ meter arts
ue Y response P P
. . Timbre - call and .
7. Get along with Timbre + rhythm - 7. Discover the sounds
. response * rhythm - L
struments meter of various instruments

overlap of sounds

Timbre * melody -
tonality * overlap of
sounds - call and
response * tempo

Timbre * rhythm -
8. Imagine with music melody - repetition * 8. Imagine with music

tempo * tonality

. Enj fi Melody - phrase - |9 hrough
9. Enjoy songs from Melody * meter * tempo elody - phrase * meter + | 9. Connect throug]
Japan overlap of sounds songs of Japan

Melody - overlap of
sounds - vertical and
horizontal relationships in
music * timbre - call and
response * repetition

Melody - tonality *
10. Enjoy playing call and response *

together in harmony timbre + rhythm -
overlap of sounds

10. Enjoy playing
together in harmony
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|Figure 3] Music class at the Japanese school in Seoul
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